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BAUCUS
STATEMENT BY SENATOR MAX BAUCUS
NORTHWEST MONTANA ARMS
COLLECTORS ASSOCI ATION
MARCH 31, 198LI
INTRODUCTION
I AM PLEASED TO BE HERE TONIGHT AND PROUD TO BE ADDRESSING A
GROUP THAT HAS ALWAYS BEEN SO DEEPLY COMMITTED TO ONE OF THE
NATION IS MOST FUNDAMENTAL CIVIL LIBERTIES -- THE RIGHT OF EVERY
LAW-ABIDING CITIZEN TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS* THANK YOU FOR
INVITING ME*
WHEN I FIRST BECAME A SENATOR, I TOOK A SOLEMN OATH -- THE
SAME OATH TAKEN BY ALL MEMBERS OF CONGRESS* I PLEDGED TO UPHOLD
AND DEFEND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. I TAKE MY OATH
VERY SERIOUSLY. BY MAKING THAT PROMISE, I MADE A COMMITMENT TO
MYSELF AND TO ALL MONTANANS TO PROTECT AND PRESERVE EACH AND
EVERY ONE OF THE PRINCIPLES AND FREEDOMS GUARANTEED BY THE
CONSTITUTION*
BY AND LARGE, I BELIEVE CONGRESS HAS DONE A REMARKABLE JOB
IN FULFILLING ITS DUTY TO DEFEND THE CONSTITUTION*
BUT THERE IS ONE AREA OVER WHICH CONGRESS, AS A WATCHDOG OF
CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTIES, HAS LET DOWN ITS GUARD* CONGRESS HAS
NOT BEEN VIGILANT IN UPHOLDING THE SECOND AMENDMENT -- TO ENSURE
THE RIGHT OF THE CITIZENS TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS. THE RESULT HAS
BEEN THE INFRINGEMENT OF FREEDOMS THAT ARE JUST AS FUNDAMENTAL TO
THE CONSTITUTION AS ANY IN THE BILL OF RIGHTS.
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GUN CONTROL ACT
IN 1968, CONGRESS PASSED THE GUN CONTROL ACT* THOSE WHO
WROTE IT HAD GOOD INTENTIONS*
ITSWAS SUPPOSED TO KEEP GUNS OUT OF THE HANDS OF CRIMINALS.
IT WAS SUPPOSED TO GIVE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS A WAY TO
FIND PEOPLE WIO USE FIREARMS TO PREY ON SOCIETY*
IT WAS SUPPOSED TO HELP STEM THE RISING TIDE OF VIOLENT
CRIME IN THIS COUNTRY*
VIOLET CRIME IS A SERIOUS PROBLEM* CONGRESS AND STATE
LEGISLATURES HAVE A DUTY TO TAKE ACTION TO REDUCE THE THREAT OF
VIOLENT CRIME*-
EARLIER THIS YEAR IN THE SENATE, I STRONGLY SUPPORTED A
COMPREHENSIVE AND FAR REACHING CRIME CONTROL PACKAGE- THIS 13ILL
IS NOW PENDING IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES* IN THE FUTURE, I
WILL CONTINUE TO WORK FOR SIMILAR LEGISLATION -- LEGISLATION THAT
WILL HAVE A -DIRECT AND SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THE NATION I S FIGHT
AGAINST CRIME*
BUT THE GUN CONTROL ACT, WELL-INTENTIONED AS IT WAS, HAS NOT
ACHIEVED ITS ORIGINAL PURPOSE OF COMBATING CRIME* IT HAS DONE
LITTLE TO KEEP GUNS AWAY FROM CRIMINALS*
AND, IT HAS DONE LITTLE TO DETER BAD PEOPLE FROM COMMITTING
CRIMES AGAINST INNOCENT VICTIMS* THE PRIMARY EFFECT OF THE GUN
CONTROL ACT HAS' NOT BEEN ON THE CRIMINALS OF THIS COUNTRY* TH-E
PRIMARY IMPACT HAS BEEN ON AMERICANS WHO WANT TO DO NOTHING MORE
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THAN EXERCISE TIlEIR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS*
THE DEFECTS IN THE GUN CONTROL ACT ARE WELL-DOCUMENTED:
ITS LICENSING AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS ARE CONFUSING AND
CUMBERSOME*
IT ALLOWS WHOLESALE CONFISCATIONS OF INVENTORIES AND
COLLECTIONS FROM INNOCENT OWNERS AND DEALERS*
THE ENFORCEMENT TACTICS EMPLOYED BY FEDERAL OFFICIALS ARE
OVERZEALOUS AND HARRASSING*
ROUTINE SALES AND EXCHANGES OF FIREARMS ARE SUBJECT TO
UNNECESSARY GOVERNMENT REGULATION AND SUPERVISION*
AND MOST TRAGICALLY, THE ACT TREATS EVEN THE MOST
INADVERTENT AND TECHNICAL VIOLATIONS AS FELONIES. THE ACT MAKES
CRIMINALS OUT OF PEOPLE WHO MAKE UNINTENTIONAL ERRORS IN TRYING
TO COMPLY WITH THE LAW*
MEANWHILE, REAL CRIMINALS ARE STILL OUT ON THE STREETS,
BUYING GUNS AND USING THEM, UNTOUCHED BY THE ESOTERIC NICETIES OF
THE ACT'S REGULATORY SCHEME*
THE BOTTOM LINE IS THAT GUN CONTROL, AS WE KNOW IT, HAS NOT
LED TO CRIME CONTROL* WHAT IT HAS LED TO IS SYSTEMATIC AND
UNWARRANTED GOVFERNMENT/\L INTERFERENCE WITiH THE LEGAL AND
CONSI-riTUTIONAL RIGHTS OF THE GUN OWNERS OF THIS COUNTRY*
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) AM PLEASED TO SAY THAT CONGRESS HAS FINALLY BEGUN TO
RECOGNIZE THE ERROR OF ITS WAYS ON THE ISSUE OF GUN CONTROL*
S. 914, THE FIREARMS OWNERS PROTECTION ACT, HAS BEEN INTRODUCED
IN THE SENATE AND IS NOW.BEING CONSIDERED BY THE SENATE JUDICIARY
COMMITTEE*
S. 914 IS A VITAL PIECE OF LEGISLATION* IT IS, OF COURSE,
VITAL TO GUN OWNERS, GUN DEALERS, AND GUN MANUFACTURERS*
BUT, IT IS ALSO VITAL TO ALL AMERICANS WHO PRIZE AND CHERISH
THE BASIC CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES UPON WHICH THIS NATION WAS
FOUNDED*
As YOU KNOW, S. 914 HAS A NUMBER OF SIGNIFICANT PROVISIONS:
IT WILLoCLARIFY AND RELAX LICENSING AND REPORTING
REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED BY THE 1968 ACT.
IT WILLOPUT NEW LIMITS ON THE ABILITY OF FEDERAL OFFICERS TO
SEIZE WEAPONS AND INSPECT BUSINESS RECORDS.
IT WILL :EXPEDITE THE PROCEDURES THROUGH WHICH CITIZENS CAN
RETRIEVE GUNS CONFISCATED BY THE GOVERNMENT*
IT WILL EASE RESTRICTIONS ON THE INTERSTATE SALE OF HANDGUNS
AND WIlIL ALLOW LI CENSED DEALERS TO SELL THEIR STOCK AT GUN SHOWS.
IT WILL LIMIT PROSECUTIONS UNDER FEDERAL FIREARMS STATUTES
TO CASES OF hWILLFUL " VIOLATIONS* PEOPLE WHO MERELY MAKE
RECORDKEEPING MISTAKES WILL NO LONGER BE TREATED AS FELONS AND
CR IMINALS*
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S. 91LI WILL DO ALL THESE THINGS* AND YET IT WILL HAVE
ABSOLUTELY NO NOTICEABLE EFFECT ON LEGITIMATE LAW ENFORCEMENT
EFFORTS TO TRACE GUNS AND PEOPLE WHO USE THEM TO COMMIT CRIMES*
THAT IS THE BEAUTY OF S. 9111. IT WILL AMEND THE GUN CONTROL
ACT TO ALIGN ITS PROVISIONS WITH THE LEGITIMATE PURPOSES OF GUN
CONTROL LEGISLATION: TO CURB CRIMINAL ACTIVITY WITHOUT UNDULY
RESTRICTING THE PRIVATE OWNERSHIP AND LISE OF FIREARMS BY
LAW-ABIDING CITIZENS*
THE BILL IS NOW THE SUBJECT OF HOT DEBATE IN THE SENATE
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. AND IT HAS ITS OPPONENTS THERE*
THERE ARE SOME SENATORS WHO WANT TO USE IT AS A VEHICLE FOR
EXPANDING THE RESTRICTIONS OF THE GUN CONTROL ACT, RATHER THAN
DECREASING THEM*
BUT I AM CONFIDENT THAT THE COMMITTEE WILL REPORT THE BILL
FAVORABLY IN THE NEAR FUTURE, AND I BELIEVE THERE IS A GOOD
CHANCE THAT THE SENATE WILL APPROVE THE LEGISLATION THIS YEAR AS
WELL*
THE PROSPECTS FOR HOUSE PASSAGE ARE NOT AS SUNNY, BUT
PERHAPS WITH URGINGS FROM GROUPS LIKE THIS ONE, THE MEMBERS OF
THAT BODY CAN ALSO BE CONVINCED TO TAKE A GOOD LOOK AT THE BILL
AND UNDE RSTANI) THE WISDOM OF ITS PROVISIONS.
I AM FIRMLY COMMITTED TO PASSAGE OF S. 9111. THE RIGHTS OF
THE LAW-ABIDING GUN OWNERS IN THIS COUNTRY TO BE FREE FROM
UNWARRANTED GOVERNMENTAL INTERFERENCE HAVE BEEN IGNORED TOO LONG*
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IT IS TIME FOR THE MEMBERS OF CONGRESS TO REMIND THEMSELVES
OF THE PLEIGE THEY MADE WHEN THEY TOOK OFFICE* IT IS TIME FOR
ALL OF US TO RENEW OUR PLEDGE TO UPHOLD THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT OF
AMERICAN CITIZENS TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS*
THANK YOU*
